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  February 2023 

An Intentional Lent for 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I invite you to join me in an intentional season of Lent, an observance claiming Lent as a season to itself, not 
simply pre-Easter. This intentional Lent will be a time to reflect on both loss and hope. 

Hope is not a wish. Christian hope does not toss a coin in a wishing well and wait to see if our wish comes 
true. Our hope is bound up in God’s promises. In his letter to the Hebrews, Paul writes, “Now faith is the as-
surance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” (Heb. 11:1) As people of this kind of faith, 
Paul implores us to “lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely and let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us.” (Heb. 12:1) So we continue, walking if we cannot run, on this journey – this life 
of faith, honoring God by seeking justice and mercy in our own lives. 

Rather than waiting for a tossed coin to become a wish come true, the final chapters of Hebrews call us to 
live into hope by lives of discipline and self-control, where mutual love continues, and hospitality abounds. It 
pleases God when we do good and share what we have. 

We are not promised a life on this earth that is free of suffering and loss. But by faith we can live into hope 
with the assurance that suffering and loss do not have the last word in this life. By faith we set our sights on 
God’s eternal promise of peace; and a life of faithful practice is our appropriate grateful response for God’s 
mercy. 

On February 19, the Sunday before Ash Wednesday, I will make the Intentional Lent booklet available to you 
in print and on-line. There you will find daily prompts guided by the scriptures with companion readings from 
prose and poetry to guide our daily intentions of living into 
hope even as we know suffering and loss. 

Please plan to begin Lent with me on Ash Wednesday, February 
22, for drive-through ashes and prayer. You may drive through 
under the portico on the east side of the church building from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. or 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. I hope to see you there. 

+ Grace and peace 

Pastor Joe 
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Clerk’s 

Corner 

January 15, 2023 Session Recap 

The following information was provided by Julie 
Brown who was appointed Clerk for this meeting.  
Pastor Joe Hinds opened our meeting with prayer.  
The Clerk reported a quorum was present.  
The 2022 Financial Report prepared by Carolyn 
McMillan was noted:  
Total income for 2022 was $237,792.11; total expens-
es $242,861.94; net - $5,069.83.  
Session approved: 

• the November 2022 meeting minutes.  
• elected Kathleen Seewer as Clerk of Session for 

2023.  
• elected Officers of the Corporation for 2023: 

 President: Julie Brown 
 Vice-President: Bill McMillan 
 Secretary: Kathleen Seewer 
 Treasurer: Troy Oliver 

• collecting a Souper Bowl offering on February 12 
with 100% of the proceeds to the FISH program. 

• collecting the four Presbyterian Offerings: One 
Great Hour of Sharing (Easter), 3) Pentecost Offer-
ing, 4) Peace and Global Witness (World Com-
munion Sunday), 5) Christmas Joy Offering 

• February 19, 2023 for the next Session meeting. 
 

 

A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL 

OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE 

Welcome to February!  The beginning of Lent is coming up - an important time in the life of the church.   Pas-
tor Joe will once again conduct a drive-through Ash Wednesday service to get the season started off.  He will 
be there from 11:00am-1:00pm and 4:30pm--6:00pm.  I am looking forward to watching the cars go by. 

January was a mix of cold days, snowy days, warm days and sunshine.  We need to enjoy and appreciate 
each and every day - regardless of the weather.  My wife, kids and I took those cold, snowy days and spent 
time relaxing together and appreciating the slower pace.   

We enjoyed the evening that the Fairborn High School boys Basketball Teams joined us for a Feed The Team 
event.  The food smelled and looked incredible and it was a whole group effort by the congregation to make 
it a wonderful night.  The kids enjoyed all of it - from Pastor Joe's comments, the fellowship with their fellow 
teammates and church folks who came to spend time with them.  I heard that there will be other opportuni-
ties for other events like this! 

You may have noticed the new sign that was given to the church - an extremely generous gift. It was a desire 
of Erik Sondergelt for the church to have an electronic sign, so it was designed and donated by 
his family.   This sign will be a long standing reminder of Erik.   Thank you Sondergelt family! 

Sit back, relax and enjoy the last weeks of winter. Remember, every day is a gift from God!! 

~Ecclesial Mouse  

• Dixie Jenkins as Elder Commissioner to the Febru-
ary 11 Presbytery Meeting which will be conduct-
ed via Zoom. Dixie Jenkins was approved as Elder 
Commissioner for the remaining Presbytery 
meetings in 2023.  

 
Additional Information: 
Congregational Meeting: January 29, 2023 

 
Committee Assignments for 2023 were postponed 
since all session members were not present to voice 
their preference. 

We received the PCUSA report for approval. Before 
approving a few questions were raised, but since 
Kathleen was absent, we held approval until the 
questions can be answered.  

The membership roll total as of 12/31/21 was 91.  

Committee Reports: 

CLS: The committee is working on a Sunday Funday 
on February 12. During Lent a special offering will be 
collected for the Heifer International Project. Watch 
for more information.  

Operations: There are ongoing issues with our HVAC 
system as well as roof leaks. The Property team is 
addressing these issues. 

Kathleen Seewer, 2023 Clerk of Session  
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Thank you to everyone who 
made feeding the Fairborn 
basketball teams such a suc-
cess.  It included the Fresh-
man, the Junior Varsity, the 
Varsity Team, and all the 
coaches. Janet Stevens, Di-
ane Sondergelt, Linda Keller, 
Bunny McPeek, Bob Hendrix, 
Cathy Gagnon, and Maryann 
Schneider prepared the meal 
of ham, roasted potatoes, 
and green beans for approxi-
mately 45 hungry people.  In 
addition, Joyce and Darrel 
Leister, Cindy Bowen, Dixie 
Jenkins, and Julie Brown 
helped with serving and 
clean-up.  Thank you to all of 
you who donated desserts. 
Thank you Pastor Joe for con-
necting with the team by tell-
ing them they are role mod-
els for the community and 
how we are here to support 
them. 
A very special thank you goes 
to Margaret Carlson for fund-
ing the event! 
 

...and from our guests  - The team had a great time and it’s always 
nice to get the whole program in one room to unite. We will definitely 
keep you in mind next year! The season is winding down and we ap-
preciate you being a part of it. Thanks again! 

Fairborn Basketball Team Dinner—January 12, 2023 

Sunday Fun Day— February 12th Immediately following worship 
Please join us for bean soup with ham or chicken tortilla soup, cornbread, 
and apple crisp immediately after worship on “Souper Bowl of Caring Sun-
day”, Feb 12th.  Join us for a game of tabletop football following lunch. 
This is the Sunday that communities unite to tackle hunger by asking every 
person that will watch the football game to donate one dollar to fight hun-
ger.  This mission started by a Presbyterian youth group in South Carolina has 
raised over $170 million since 1990.  The donations we collect will be given to 
FISH Fairborn.  Please wear your favorite sport (any sport) team’s spirit 
wear or dress in their team colors as we also celebrate the “Super Bowl Sun-
day” football game.  Please invite your neighbors and friends to join us! 

Adult Christian 
Education News— 
Cornerstone Class 

We meet in the Lounge every 
Wednesday at 2:00pm.  We 
are studying the book of Ga-
latians until Lent begins.  
There will be a special study 
of topics for Lent until Easter.  
There is no class on Ash 
Wednesday, February 22nd. 
There are plenty of good 
snacks to enjoy at class. 

Come join us! 
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Happy Birthday! 

Feb 2 Diane Sondergelt 

 9 Marilyn Lŏw 

 10 Cassandra Locke 

 12 Linda Keller 

 13 Harriet Ensor 

 19 Jody Hoag 

 20 Marge Gehring 

An open letter to my fellow FPC members from Sara 
Jane Lowe:  here is an additional “thank you” to all 
who helped in any way during our family’s medical 
challenges, mine earlier and Frank’s on-going.  You 
drove us to doctor’s appointments, stayed with Frank 
when needed, delivered delicious meals and beautiful 
flowers, offered to help in any way possible, and 
prayed.  
There are too many of you to thank individually, but I 
promise that you will receive personal 
notes…..eventually.  A special shout-out must go to 
Bob Hendrix however, who many times changed his 
own plans at the last minute when emergency trans-
portation or other help was/is needed.  Bless you all. 
You will never know how 
much you are appreciated 
for your loving and caring 
spirit.  And that includes 
Ecclesial Church Mouse! 

First Presbyterian Church Fairborn, 
I am writing on behalf of Presbyterian Mission to ex-
press our appreciation to you, your pastor, session, 
and congregation for your gracious and faithful sup-
port of our mission efforts. 
Your contribution changes lives for the sake of the 
gospel around the world.  Thank you once again for 
your support, dedication and partnership in further-
ing God’s mission around the world.  
You are a valued partner. 
Yours in Christ, 
Rev. Chris Roseland 
Mission Engagement Advisor PCUSA 

2022 Annual Report 
If you did not receive a copy of the church’s 2022  
Annual Report at the congregational meeting and 
would like to have one, please email the church or 
leave a message at the church office. 

The Oliver Clan joined forces and had family fun 

building a snowman.  Yes, it’s winter  in Ohio! 

Save the Date -Blanket Party Monday March 13th 
We will be making fleece blankets for the Transitional 
Living Mission on Monday March 
13th at 10:00am in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Lunch will be provided.  If you 
can tie a knot, you can help!  Please 
bring scissors if you have them.  
Come join the fun! Please see Linda 
or Diane for more info. 
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February 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

2:00 pm            

Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 

3:30 pm 

Chancel Ringers

2 3 4 

5 

10:15 am 

Worship with 

Communion 

6 7 8 

2:00 pm            

Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 

3:30 pm 

Chancel Ringers

9 10 11 

12 
10:15 am 
Worship -     

Sunday Fun 
Day following 

worship 

13 14 15 

2:00 pm            

Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 

3:30 pm 

Chancel Ringers
–Fellowship 

16 17 18 

9:00 am 

Officer (Elders 
and Deacons) 

Training 

-Fellowship 

Hall 
19 

10:15 am 

Worship 

20 

 

21 22 

11:30 am 
Lunch at the Sr. 

Center 

Ashes Drive 
Through 

23 24 

Lifeline Articles 

due in office 

25 

26 

10:15 am 

Worship 

27 28     
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Articles for next month’s Lifeline need  to be in the office by  February 24. 
There will be a limited number of copies of the Lifeline 

in the lower narthex at the Welcome/Visitors table if you want to pick one up.        
_____________ 

Please let the office  know of any meetings that you have scheduled in the church building  
so that we can maintain an accurate calendar and answer questions as folks call. 

SCHOOL PANTRY NEEDS 
A shopping list is provided for your use.  Any items collected will be divided between the Fairborn 
School Pantry and the Wright State Pantry.  You can leave items in the bins in the narthex.  If you 
need help with shopping or with pick-up and delivery, just let me know.  I’ll be happy to help. 
Linda Hartsock 
School Pantry Coordinator 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pasta Noodles     Oatmeal     Crackers 
Pasta Sauce     Pancake Mix (add water only)  Snacks 
Ravioli (Can or individual)   Pancake Syrup     Canned Vegetables  
Soup      Poptarts     Juice 
Rice and Noodle Mixes   Nuts      Paper Towels 
Mac and Cheese (Box or individual)  Pudding     Toilet Paper 
Tuna and Chicken cans   Fruit cups     Shampoo/Cond. 
Vegetable Oil/Spray    Peanut Butter     Body Wash 
Cereal      Jelly      Feminine Hygiene 

Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the   
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr.,  Fairborn, OH  45324 
phone:  937-878-3954 

email:  firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Wednesday and Friday, 10 am—2 pm 

Thursday 9 am—11 am and 1:30 pm—3:30 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday) 
 

“The Friendliest Church in Town” 
 

Sunday Worship:  10:15 am with an on-line option from the church website 
 

Pastor:  Reverend Joe Hinds 
    email:  pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 
Organist:  Jeff Firestone 

Choir Director:  Shelda Cox 

SESSION 
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds 

Clerk:  Kathleen Seewer 
Ruling Elders:  Julie Brown, Dixie Jenkins, Troy Oliver, Kathleen Seewer, 

David Sellers, Kim Sellers, Roland Sommer, and Diane Sondergelt  

mailto:firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
mailto:pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com

